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where the statutes of the communities were silent. But anybody
who had attained his majority would be at liberty to leave his
community and enter a new one. The decree also provided for
the recognition of communautes de droit commun, in addition to
communities possessing personal status jurisdiction. They
would enjoy certain rights, such as that of acquiring property,
but in matters of personal status their members would be subject
to the civil law. This last provision was to apply also to indi-
viduals who were not members of any religious community.

This decree was opposed by the ecclesiastical authorities;
and in December 1938 a new one was issued, modifying it at
certain points. For example it was now made clear that in cases
of secession, children who were minors would follow their father's
confession, even after the father's death and even if the mother
had the custody of the children after separation or divorce.

The decree of 1938, like that of 1936, was opposed from many
sides, and has not been fully carried out. The position of the
religious courts is still undefined and unsatisfactory.

Social Structure of the Commumties

There is a considerable difference between the social structure
of the different communities. The Maronites are mainly an
agricultural community : many of the large estates were broken
up in the course of the nineteenth century and a class of freehold
formers created. As a whole, the standard of life is higher among
them than among most other communities, owing to the fertility
of their lands and emigration to the New World. In addition to
the farmers, there is a large and prosperous bourgeoisie in Beirut.
The force which holds together the community is the Church,
whose priests, like those of all the Uniate Churches, are more
highly educated than those of the independent Eastern Churches:
the Patriarch has immense social power, which is, however,
challenged by the large land-owning families with feudal traditions.

The Sunni Moslems are almost wholly an urban community,
concentrated in Tripoli, Beirut and Saida. They form a great
part of the proletariat of those towns, but there is aJso a Sunni
commercial aad professional bourgeoisie and some large land-
owning families. They have nothing comparable with either the
religious or the temporal solidarity of the Maronites, perhaps
because they never had the millet organization of Ottoman days,

The Sfai'is are mainly peasantry in the southern districts aod